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Dear Rovers, I hope you're well. I thought I would check in here about next steps for moving forward with your
membership in R4LA, for those who would like to formally join and commit to our fair and free Association:

Rovers Joining or Befriending R4LA...First/Next Steps

1. Complete a membership application and follow all instructions therein for submission. You can find that at our
website at www.rovering4life.org/contact or www.rovering4life.org/library. Here, you are attesting to R4LA
Bylaws, ISF Bylaws, and living your life by the Scout Promise/Oath and Law. Please also join our R4LA Facebook
group at www.facebook.com/groups/rovering4life and communicate/share with other Rovers around the world.

2. Decide on your interest or involvement level and complete the survey questions in the Membership Application
accordingly. Are you here because you just want to make Rover friends and learn more about Rovering? Are you

trying to form your own Crew? Do you want to join the Deep River Rovers and Scout with us remotely, as a Team
or as an individual Rover? Read Rover Scouts What They Are (1937). Read R4LA Patrol/Team Guidelines.

3. If you are here as a Friend, feel free to post content about Rovering, ask questions, and make friends. If you’ve
indicated you want to join the Deep River Rovers as an active remote individual Rover or Team, once approved for
R4LA membership, please request to join our separate FB group at www.facebook.com/groups/deepriverrovers.
You’ll also be contacted by the RSL.

4. If you are here to request to create your own independent Crew under our Association, please note that on the
Membership Application and email or PM (via FB) the R4LA Chief Rover Scout, Ken Pataky to request that
conversation. Joining our Association with your Crew gives you the benefit of being a member of an ISF
(International Scouting Fellowship) chapter associated with WFIS, to join or stay a part of that family, the largest
group of independent Scouts in the world. However, you will be asked also to attest to the Association Bylaws, use
recommended Crew Bylaws (which you can edit), and purchase your own insignia directly (contacts will be given to
you), or order your own equivalents from your own supplier, though R4LA will provide your Association strips. All
members of your Crew will be asked to complete R4LA Membership Applications, where they will attest to the
Association Bylaws, Scout Promise/Oath, and Scout Law. They can also join our FB group, if they are on FB at
www.facebook.com/groups/rovering4life to fellowship with other Rovers internationally, share and view content,
and keep up with events. Your Crew’s RSL may at any time consult with the Association Chief Rover Scout or

Commissioners about guidelines for running the Crew and attending quarterly R4LA virtual meetings. The RSL will
also be asked to keep a roster updated with the R4LA Chief Rover Scout.

5. Itis also very important to maintain the adult-only status of this organization, as there is no provision for
including children in it. Rovers are of course free to join other Scouting organizations for children and wear
their own uniforms and follow rules and protocols for those separate organizations. Children should not attend
Rover events. This organization is for YOU and your enjoyment, support, and development.

6. For uniforms, it is recommended that R4LA Rovers follow the R4LA Progression Guide and R4LA
Uniform/Insignia Guide, with the difference being those in their own Crew would wear a different and unique Crew
flash on their right arms. All other insignia remain the same. Class B t-shirts or polo shirts are optional; guidance
can be given, if your Crew wants to create/order these. Currently, we are recommending sourcing Rover badges,
knots, and optionally uniforms from the British Boy Scouts and British Girl Scouts Association, at
https://bbsandbgs.org.uk/. If Rovers have already been scouting with another association, they can re-use their
badges (if they used by R4LA), shoulder knots (if they are cloth and not nylon ribbon; Squire=green-yellow,
Knight=red-yellow-green), shirts (long sleeve preferred and should they contain shoulder straps and two secured
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chest pockets), pants, belts, socks, garters (Squire=green, Knight=red), berets or campaign hats, and staffs or
thumbsticks. Rovers should remove all other insignia and replace with insignia used by R4LA.

Rovers Joining or Befriending R4LA...First/Next Steps

7. For those not yet Squires, they should review Tenderfoot requirements (Read Gilcraft’s Tenderfoot Guide) based
on the 71938 POR that are listed in the R4LA Progression Guide; there you will find references to the documents that
contain all the information you need, and these documents are all in the R4LA Library. The requirement is actually
to teach the requirements to the Crew, rather than just to learn them, which we can accomplish in our in-person and
online meetings. Rovers are masters but also teachers of skills. RSL can sign off other Rovers. Mate can sign off
RSL. You are also encouraged to post any writings or video of any of your Rover accomplishments to the R4LA FB

group.

8. As soon as Rovers complete the Tenderfoot Badge (which should be easy for former Scouts!), and you have your
uniforms squared away, your Crew can have a Squire Reception Ceremony, either in-person, online, or both. You
can choose how and whether you do it at a meeting or outing, etc. Ditto for those transferring already with Squire or
Knight/Scout accomplished, to be determined by RSL and each individual Rover. Commit to living by
Promise/Law. Award Tenderfoot badges and Squire shoulder knots. Squire ceremony found in The Reception of a
Rover Squire (1965). Also read Rover Scouts What They Are and What They Do (1965) and The Rover Squire by
Gilcraft (1940) and Rover Scouts by Gilcraft (1938). For those who have already been Squired by a WFIS or other
independent Scouting organization, but not yet Knighted, your Crew may redo the Squire presentation ceremony into
your Crew, if you’d like, either in-person or remotely. This would be a meaningful moment for your Crew as well
as for the Rover Squire. RSLs should discuss this issue with Rovers privately to decide their preference.

9. Wait 3 months, preparing/planning for Rover Scout Knighting/Investiture ceremony. Organize ceremony.
Follow investiture and vigil guidelines in The Presentation of Rover Scout (1965) and/or A Rover Scout Investiture
(1940). Read Scouting for Boys (1908) and Rovering to Success (1922), and quiz/test each other. Complete Vigil
questionnaire and complete Vigils (same night if possible but not together). Complete Investiture ceremony;
optionally invite R4LA officers (remotely) and award Rover Scout/Knight shoulder knots. For those who have
already been Knighted (or fully invested) by a WFIS or other independent Scouting organization, your Crew can
redo that ceremony into your Crew also, if you’d like, either in-person or remotely. This would be a meaningful
moment for the Crew as well as for the Rover Scout/Knight. RSLs should discuss this issue with Rovers privately to
decide their preference.

10. Please consider an initial and annual Crew donation to ISF’s Brotherhood fund (https://isf-world.org/fund-

en.html), to support independent Scouts, associations, and families belonging to WFIS in need of assistance for
financial or physical emergencies. Instructions are on the web page about how to donate via PayPal.

Let’s Rover On, Rovers! Look Wide! Be Prepared! Be of Cheerful Service! Live in the Open Air! The rest of
your life is ahead of you...how do you want to live it? Start planning some outings for adventure, camaraderie,
learning, and service!

Affectionately, with Gratitude, and with all needed Support...Your R4LA Chief Rover Scout, Ken Pataky. You can
reach me at any time at ken@rovering4life.org.
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